AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY SEPTEMBER 1, 2015
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 1, 2015
AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 2, 2015
AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 5, 2015
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 13, 2015

SENATE BILL No. 246

Introduced by Senator Wieckowski

February 18, 2015

An act to add Part 4.5 (commencing with Section 71350) to Division
34 of the Public Resources Code, relating to environmental protection.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 246, as amended, Wieckowski. Climate change adaptation.

The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates
the State Air Resources Board as the state agency charged with
monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases.
The state board is required to adopt a statewide greenhouse gas
emissions limit equivalent to the statewide greenhouse gas emissions
level in 1990 to be achieved by 2020 and to adopt rules and regul ations
in an open public process to achieve the maximum, technologically
feasible, and cost-effective greenhouse gas emissions reductions. The
act requires all state agencies to consider and implement strategies to
reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. An executive order establishes
a climate action team consisting of specified ex officio members and
requires the team to make a specified biannual report to the Legislature
and Governor.
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This bill would establish the Climate Adaptation and Resiliency
Program to be administered by the Office of Planning and Research to
coordinate state, regional, and local—ageney efforts to adapt to the

|mpacts of cllmate change as specmed —'Fhe—be—weuPd—Feque—the

Theb|II alsowould+ethFe%heeﬁree—He+ateFthandmuaﬁy

; require, within one year of an
update to the Safeguarding Callfornla Plan, the Office of Emergency
Services, in coordination with the Natural Resources Agency, the Office
of Planning and Research, and relevant public and private entities, to
update review and update, as necessary, the Adaptation Planning Guide,
as specified. The bill would establish an advisory council, as specified,
to supportthese the goals of theeffiee: Office of Planning, and Research
as identified by the bill. The bill would require the-effiee Office of
Planning, and Research to establish a clearinghouse for climate
adaptation information, as specified.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Part 4.5 (commencing with Section 71350) is
added to Division 34 of the Public Resources Code, to read:

PART 4.5. CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCY
PROGRAM

1

2

3

4

5

6

7 71350. For purposes of this part, “office” means the Office of
8 Planning and Research.

9 71352. The Legislature finds and declares:

10 (@) The state has been a leader in climate mitigation efforts.
11 However, the state’s efforts alone will not prevent global climate
12 change from occurring, as noted in the update to the 2009
13 Cdlifornia Climate Adaptation Strategy issued in July 2014. Due
14 totheinevitability of climate changeimpactson the state, the state
15 must invest in building resiliency and strengthening adaptation
16 efforts at the state, regional, and loca levels using the
17 Dbest-available science.
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(b) Improved coordination of existing adaptation planning efforts
and funding by the state, aswell asincreased implementation and
support of adaptation programs, can directly protect the state's
infrastructure, communities, environmental quality, public health,
natural resources, and economy from the unavoidable impacts of
climate change for decades to come.

(c) In order to have a cohesive and comprehensive adaptation
response to climate change impacts, the state must have integrated
planning with coordinated strategies across state, regional, and
local governments and agencies.

(d) Theofficeisestablished asthe comprehensive state planning
agency that shal engage in the formulation, evaluation, and
updating of long-range goals for factors that shape statewide
development patterns and significantly influence the quality of the
state’s environment, in addition to assisting state, regional, and
local agenciesin avariety of research and planning efforts, pursuant
to Section 65040 of the Government Code. Therefore, the office
is well-positioned to work with state, regional, and local entities
across the state in coordinating climate adaptation strategies.

(e) Itistheintent of the Legidature, therefore, that adaptation
strategiesto build resiliency to the risks and impacts from climate
change be integrated in state policies, projects, and permitting
processes, and that the office serve as a coordinating body for
adaptation projects and goals across California.

71354. The Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program is
hereby established to be administered by the office. No later than
January 1, 2017, the Director of State Planning and Research shall
establish the program to coordinate state, regional, and local-ageney
effortsto adapt to theimpacts of climate change with, to the extent
feasible, an emphasis on climate equity considerations across
sectors and regions and strategies that benefit both—+reduetions
greenhouse gas emissions reductions and adaptati on-efferts: efforts,
in order to facilitate the development of holistic, complimentary
strategies for adapting to climate change impacts. The program
shall4 include, but is not limited to, all of the following:
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(&) Working with and coordinating local and regional efforts
for climate adaptation and resilience, including, but not limited
to, the following:

(1) Developing tools and guidance.

(2) Promoting and coordinating state agency support for local
and regional efforts.

(3) Ensuring that state planning, guidance, and guidelinesreflect
the efforts and challenges faced by local and regional entities
pursuing adaptation and resilience.

(b) Woerking-with-Assisting the Office of Emergency Services
and other relevant state agenues—anel—pabhc—and—pwateentr&%
to-ereate with coordinating regul ar-updates reviews and updates,
as needed, to the Adaptation Planning Guide, pursuant to Section
#1358; 71356, and-maintai-eoptes maintaining a copy of the
wpdates guide, or an electronic link to a copy of the guide hosted
on another Internet Web site, on the office’s Internet Web site.

(c) Coordinating and maintaining the state's clearinghouse for
climate adaptation information, pursuant to Section-#4362: 71360.

(d) Conducting regular meetings with the advisory council
established pursuant to Section—4360 71358 in order to have
technical support, as well as expertise and advice from regional
and local experts working in climate adaptation throughout the
research and planning processes, as described in this section.

71356 (a) NelaterthanJdanuary-1,-2018and-every-threeyears
thereafter—Wthin one year of an update to the Safeguarding
California Plan, the Office of Emergency Services, in coordination
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with the Natural Resources Agency, the office,—+r-ceerdination
with-alt and relevant public and private entities, shall-update review
and update, as necessary, the Adaptation Planning Guide to
provide tools and guidance to regional and local governments and
agencies in creating and implementing climate adaptation and
community resiliency plans and projects—Fhe An Adaptation
Planning Guide-updates update shall be informed by the climate
adaptation clearinghouse established pursuant to Section—-1362
71360 and the scientific assessments and recommendationsin the

most recent update preparedpursuant te-Section71356-Fhe of the
Safeguarding California Plan. An Adaptation Planning Guide

upedates update shal Imdﬂde—a—aﬂﬁﬁﬁum—m—ef—the—f%ewmq
provide information and planning support for assessing climate
vulnerabilities across impact sectors and regions and developing
adaptatlon strateglesthat can be tallored to meet Iocal needs

(b) As part of updatmg the Adaptatlon Planm ng Guide, the
office with the advisory council created pursuant to Section-74360
71358 shall hold public meetings and workshopsateast-anntaly
in the northern, southern, and central regions of the state to obtain
input from the public and leaders in local and regional climate
preparedness.

1360~

71358. (a) An advisory council to the office is hereby
established. The advisory council shall be comprised of—25
membersfrom arange of-gisciphnesdisciplines, in order to provide
scientific and technical support,-asweH-as and from regional and
local—perspeetives—to governments and entities. The advisory
council shall support the office’ sgeals goals, asidentified in this
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part: part, to facilitate coordination among state, regional, and

local agency efforts to adapt to the impacts of climate change.
(b) Members of the advisory council shall-be-appetrted-based

en-thelr have expertise in the intersection of climate change and

areasthat include, but need not be limited to, any of the following:

(1) Public health.

(2) Environmental quality.

(3) Environmental justice.

(4) Agriculture.

(5) Transportation and housing.

(6) Energy.

(7) Natural resources and water.

(8) Planning.

(9) Recycling and waste management.

(10) Local or regiona government.

(11) Tribal issues.

(12) Emergency services.

(el
(c) The advisory council shall meet with the office asreeded
needed, but not less than three t_i mesayear.

1362

71360. (a) (1) The office shall coordinate with appropriate
entities, including state, regional, or local agencies, to establish a
clearinghouse for climate adaptation information for use by state,
regional, and local entities.

(2) The clearinghouse shal be a centralized source of
information that provides-dewnsealed available climate data to
guide decisionmakers at state, regional, and local levels when
planning for and implementing climate adaptation projects to
promote resiliency to climate change. The clearinghouse-shah
trekude-alt may include, but is not limited to, any of the following:
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(A) A collection of the best-available-setenee; resources that
may include projections and model s,-and vul nerability-assessments
ef assessments, and downscaled data for climate change impacts
throughout the-state state, when available, at statewide, regional,
and local levels for both near-term and longer term timescales,
including year 2050 and year 2100 projections. Climate change
impactsshalk may include, but are not limited to, impactsto public
health, natural resources, environmental quality, and infrastructure.

(B) Tools that allow for the visuaization or identification of
regional and local impacts across the state and that integrate
best-available data on vulnerable populations and infrastructure.

(C) A library of relevant white papers, case studies, research
articles, and climate adaptation best practices that are searchable
by relevance to region, locality, and sector.

(D) Information concerning funding opportunitiesfor adaptation
research, planning, and projects.

(E) Regionally prioritized best-practice adaptation projects
that, as appropriate, integrate efforts to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions across the state.

(b) The clearinghouse shall be regul arly-updated-with-relevant
»: : : e functiondli I -
- updated.
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